the Madras Government to re-open tlie establishment, placing it in
the charge of Dr. Bannister, who in the interim had assured them
that the machinery was quite competent to execute the coinage. But
Dr. Bannister's health had failed, as above stated, before the measure
could be carried out; and all the other officers who had had any expe-
rience in the Mint, had committed themselves to the opinion that the
attempt to execute the new currency with the existing machinery was
hopeless. The Government in this extremity applied to Captain (now
Colonel) Smith, of the Engineers, the present Mint Master, who in
September 1839, was commissioned to make the necessary repair,
and bring the Mint into efficient working order. This was accom-
plished without any difficulty, and the establishment has continued in
uninterrupted action ever since 1840.
As at present constituted, the Mint contains all the operative
departments and machiriery necessary for the execution of a coinage of
from 100 to 120 thousand pieces a day, with the exception of the
ff Laminating department/' which is limited to the coinage of only
30,000 pieces, owing to the want of sufficient mechanical power, which
is at present only supplied by bullocks. This deficiency is ndw being
made good by the construction of steam engines, which will be capa-
ble of doubling the present yield; and as a large proportion of the
coins are always of copper, made from straps procured in a laminat-
ing state from Europe, the addition now being made will suffice to
augment the power of the Laminating department, as much as will
ever be required for a mixed coinage, to the full extent abovemen-
tioned.
All the rest of the machinery is at present worked by manual
labour, which in some respects has its advantages over steam, but there
are nevertheless many of the operations which afford scope for con-
siderable reductions in expense, if steam machinery could be applied
to them.
The establishment consists exclusively of Natives, with East Indian
Superintendents, there being no European subordinate^connected with,
the Mint, except the gate keeper. The annual expenses vary with
the nature and amount of work, but may be taken on the average at
about 86,000 Rupees. The Assay Office about 30,000 more, and the
Mint Committee Office about 4,000, Total about 120,000 Rupees per
annum.